
DR. AMANDA SWARR
LG BTQ  S T U D I E S  P RO G R A M  P R E S E N T S

SCIENTISTS HAVE FALSELY CLAIMED THAT 
“HERMAPHRODITISM” AND INTERSEX ARE 
DISPROPORTIONATELY COMMON AMONG BLACK 
SOUTH AFRICANS FOR CENTURIES.  THIS TALK 
DRAWS ON SWARR’S LATEST BOOK, ENVISIONING 
AFRICAN INTERSEX (DUKE UNIVERSITY PRESS,  
2023) TO DEBUNK THIS CLAIM AND INTERROGATE 
CONTEMPORARY INTERSEX MEDICINE.  SINCE THE 
1990S, HISTORIES OF RACIALIZED INTERSEX HAVE 
INSPIRED DECOLONIAL COLLECTIVE ACTIONS BY 
INTERSEX SOUTH AFRICANS. THIS TALK CENTERS 
ON THESE ACTIVISTS’ STRATEGIES FOR INCITING 
POLICY CHANGES AND THEIR ARTICULATIONS OF 
NEW DECOLONIAL VISIONS OF GENDER. 

We ask for everyone’s cooperation to maintain a scent-free environment. 
For accommodations and remote access requests, email us @:
pjdipiet@syr.edu

APRIL 18
5:00 - 6:30 PM 
PETER GRAHAM 
SCHOLARLY COMMONS  
BIRD LIBRARY,  ROOM 114 

CO-SPONSORED BY THE FOLLOWING CENTERS, 
DEPARTMENTS AND PROGRAMS:

AFRICAN AMERICAN STUDIES
ANTHROPOLOGY

COMMUNITY FOLK ART CENTER
DEMOCRATIZING KNOWLEDGE COLLECTIVE

HUMANITIES CENTER 
LGBTQ RESOURCE CENTER

MAXWELL AFRICAN SCHOLARS UNION 
WOMEN’S AND GENDER STUDIES

CART SERVICES PROVIDED
A RECEPTION WILL FOLLOW

DECOLONIAL INTERSEX 

SOUTH AFRICAN 
REFUSALS OF COLONIAL 

FALLACIES AND 
SCIENTIFIC RACISM 

ASSOCIATE PROFESSOR - GENDER, WOMEN & SEXUALITY STUDIES 
UNIVERSITY OF WASHINGTON

I N T E R V E N T I O N S  


