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Becoming Evil:
How Ordinary 
People Commit 
Mass Atrocity
Thursday, March 20, 2025
5-6:30 p.m. 
Bird Library 114 (Peter Graham 
Scholarly Commons)
Contact: Professor Julia M. White
jmwhit02@syr.edu | 315.443.9321

Presented by the Minor in Atrocity Studies and 
the Practices of Social Justice, supported by Lauri 
’77 and Jeffrey Zell ’77.

James Waller
University of 
Connecticut

Professor James Waller will discuss 
internal and external factors that 
can lead ordinary people to 
commit mass atrocities if left 
unchecked and unexamined. 

By examining these forces, Waller 
argues that no country is immune 
to the potential for atrocity crimes 
and that this awareness can 
facilitate atrocity prevention.

CART will be provided. For other 
accommodations, please contact 
the School of Education at least 
three days in advance at 
suschoolofed@syr.edu or 
315.443.4696. 
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