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FACULTY FELLOW APPLICATION, College of Arts and Sciences
Apply by Noon on Monday, November 2, 2026 for a Spring 2028 Fellowship

Humanities Center Faculty Fellowships carry a one semester, 2-course reduction to complete a research or creative project. Fellows must be in residence during the spring semester and contribute to Humanities Center programming that engages faculty and students from across the Humanities. Fellows receive a $2,500 research bourse, issued once the academic year begins.

*Note: A&S applicants can pursue a “Syracuse Symposium” or “regular” (non-Symposium) fellowship using this one standard application form. See details in the final section of this document.

Eligibility:  
Full-time tenure-line faculty from humanities departments and programs in the College of Arts and Sciences. (Faculty previously awarded a Humanities Center Fellowship may not re-apply.)

Requirements:
· Fellows are expected to participate actively in Humanities Center research activities.
· Fellows are required to be in residence during the spring semester and continue to contribute service to their departments/programs, College, and University.
· The fellowship period is not defined as a “research leave,” according to the terms and conditions of faculty policy. However, in consultation with your Department Chair, HC spring fellowship may be combined with a fall semester leave. 
· College of Arts and Sciences applicants must have their Chair submit a confidential letter of support on letterhead, which the Chair should email  directly (as .pdf attachment) to humcenter@syr.edu.

______  Initial here: I understand the requirements and expectations listed above.

Application Checklist:
☐ Completed Applicant Information section (enclosed within this application)
☐ Project description (as text within this application)
☐ Declare or decline interest in the “Symposium”-specific fellowship (see final section)
☐ Full, current CV—including teaching and service contributions—submitted as separate .pdf 
☐ Confidential letter of support from Chair on department letterhead, sent by Chair to humcenter@syr.edu

Deadline:
Application form (to include personal data and project statement), CV, and all supporting documents must be submitted to the Humanities Center by noon on Monday, November 2, 2026, emailed as attachments to humcenter@syr.edu. 

Awardees will be notified by early January.
1. APPLICANT INFORMATION

Name: 

Department or Program: 

Your professional title: 

Contact info:

Email:  
Cell phone: 

Date(s) of last research leave and/or administrative leave: 


2. DEPARTMENT CHAIR LETTER OF SUPPORT

Chair’s Name:
Chair’s Email:  

Please request a signed, confidential letter of recommendation / support on letterhead from your Department Chair. The Chair should email this letter separately

Letters should be emailed separately (as a .pdf attachment) to humcenter@syr.edu by Noon, Monday, November 2, 2026.


3. PROJECT INFORMATION

Project title: 

Project abstract (100-150 words):
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Project overview (no more than 1,000 words, 12 pt. font, single-spaced) in which you…
· Describe the current stage of your work;
· Provide a brief work plan and projected timeline to completion; 
· Explain the project’s significance to and engagement with the humanities, broadly conceived;
· Write with a non-specialist audience in mind (committees are interdisciplinary).

__________

4. “SYMPOSIUM” Fellowship Consideration - OPTIONAL

You can broaden your fellowship eligibility if your work meaningfully relates to and advances the Humanities Center’s Syracuse Symposium theme for AY 2028, PLAY... 

More than a break from serious work, play is a creative, experimental method embedded in artmaking and interpretation, pedagogy and research, and everyday life. Consider the play of literary voices, musical and theatrical improvisation, trickster figures across storytelling traditions, or the role-breaking of the avant-garde: at every turn, play is integral to the humanities. It touches on inventiveness and craft, performance and disguise, risk and rehearsal. Writers and artists use it to test new ideas, and many cultural reckonings employ play in some form. 

While ‘play’ is often rule-bound, it can also help remake the rules. Religious and ritual traditions carve out sacred time and space where ordinary conventions don’t apply. Playful performance helps question gender constructs. Improvisation can impart social critique. From unstructured play where identity and imagination unfold, to sport or performance, play has personal and cultural meaning. And, though some forms of play may be dismissed as trivial, many groups have used such assumptions to their advantage, often under the radar.

Play is not free from power or inequality. One can be deceived or “played.” Unequal playing fields come to mind, as do forms of play with more risk, potential for harm, or even exploitation. Some have more freedom to play than others, so considering whose play is policed or surveilled (or isn’t) is important, as is examining how histories of gender, race, sexuality, and class impact play across the lifespan and in different communities. 

Play offers diverse possibilities to explore transgression and experimentation, and to understand how the humanities draw on play, to test, bend, or break the rules—but also at times to reinforce them. 

Does your fellowship project engage with Play and some of its diverse valences?

☐  NO, please just consider me for a non-Symposium A&S fellowship.
☐  YES, please consider me for any A&S fellowship (i.e., Symposium and non-Symposium).

If “YES”, include an additional brief statement below (100-150 words), illustrating how your project takes up “PLAY.”
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